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Indications for Operation in Chronic Inflammator y Adnexal Disease.— 
Prochownick ( Monatsschr . f. Gerburtsh. u. Gynak., February, 1909, 
174) summarizes the deductions from his experience as follows: (1) 
In severe cases resisting all treatment operation should be done after 
careful observation for five or six weeks, provided tuberculosis is not 
present as a complicating factor. (2) In women who show no objective 
signs of improvement after-prolonged conservative hospital treatment, 
and who readily suffer recurrences, operation is to be advised. Only 
when prospects of abscess drainage obtain should repeated conserva¬ 
tive measures be employed. Early intervention in such cases frequently 
effect conservation of organs and of function. (3) Early operation is 
indicated in all unilateral tumors if association with appendicitis is 
apparent or strongly suspected. (4) In concurrence of tuberculosis 
with other infections—particularly gonorrhoea—as well as tuberculosis 
alone, operation is indicated only in severe local disease when the lungs 
and urinary organs are not involved, or only slightly so. The operation 
should always be radical. (5) Permanent fistulous tumors, particularly 
suppurative adnexal tumors connected with the intestine, should be 
operated upon as early and as radically as possible if not accessible for 
extensive drainage extraperitoneally. 

Wertheim’s Panhysterectomy for Carcinoma of the Cervix.— Berkeley 
(Jour. Obst. and Gyn. Brit. Emp., 1909, xv, 145) discusses the various 
steps in surgical procedures which were worked out by various surgeons 
and culminated in the Wertheim operation for extirpation of cancer of 
the cervix uteri. This discussion is followed by a resume of the collected 
cases of this operation done in Great Britain. Berkeley regards Wer¬ 
theim’s operation as productive of a greater ultimate curative effect than 
all others for cancer of the cervix, and exhibited a clamp known as the 
Berkeley-Bennie clamp for clamping the vagina by the plan of Wertheim. 
The various phases of the operation—complications, bladder and ure¬ 
teral injuries—causes of deatn, and mortality are each in turn carefully 
considered. 

Dry Heat as a Therapeutic Factor in Gynecology.— Gellborn (Amer. 
Jour. Obst., 1909, lx, 31), after discussing the therapeusis of heat, refers 
especially to dry heat, which he recommends in three classes of cases: 
(l) Chronic exudative processes within the pelvis; (2) certain men¬ 
strual disorders; and (3) a number of postoperative conditions and 
complications. The principal indication for the employment of diy 
heat is parametric and penmetric exudates. These, when the acute 
symptoms have passed and absorption has been but partial, may be 
successfully treated by dry heat, a special apparatus for which Gellhom 
recommends as a result of his experience with it. Due warning is given 
against relaxation in carefulness m the applications of this agent. 


Suture of Recent Perineal Tears.— Sigwart (ZentralU. f. Gynak., 1909, 
xxxiii, 329) states that Mayer recently reported 30 cases of perineal rup¬ 
ture in which the perineal surface was sutured by means of Michel’s 
staples. Healing by first intention occurred in 27 cases; in 3 cases 
granulation occurred at the site of the perineal and the vaginal surface 
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union. Sigwart sutured 125 cases of perineal rupture with Michel’s 
staples; only two failed to heal entirely by first intention. The staples 
are placed along the perineal surface and deep catgut sutures along the 
vaginal lesion. Removal of the staples is simple ana painless by employ¬ 
ing a forceps, one jaw of which contains a hollow groove, into whicn the 
convex jaw fits. The hollow jaw is placed under the staple, and by com¬ 
pressing the handles the ends of the staples are separated and release the 
tissues. 


DISEASES OF THE LARYNX AND CONTIGUOUS 
STRUCTURES. 
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Regeneration of a Vocal Cord after Total Extirpation for Cancer._ 

Lannois and Durand ( Revue hebd. de laryng., d’otol., et de rhirt., 
January 9, 1909) report a case of a man, aged sixty-four years, from 
whom the one vocal cord was removed in its entire ligamentous extent 
and who was able to speak eight or ten days after the intervention. 
They were able to watch a progressive reproduction of a new vocal 
cord so well that less than two months after ablation, interesting stereo¬ 
scopic photographs could be presented to the French Society of Oto- 
rhino-laryngology. The new cord was a little smaller than that of the 
other side, and a little less mobile, but it had the aspect of a true vocal 
cord and fulfilled its functions in respiration and in phonation. 

Intxanasal Tuberculin Reaction.— Lafite-Dupont and Mouljnier 
(Ann. da maladieede VorciUe, du larynx, du nez, et du pharynx, May, 
1909) describe their procedure for producing a diagnostic reaction of 
tuberculin on the nasal mucous membrane. An exudate ensues which 
desiccates and forms a yellowish crust reposing upon a congested 
mucous membrane, of which the extravasated red corpuscles cover 
the crusts with little hematic points. The experimentation was made 
upon one hundred patients, tanen at random, and a reaction occurred 
only in tuberculous subjects. The method is claimed to be as certain 
as the ophthalmic reaction, and has the advantage over the former of 
being innocuous. 


Epithelioma of the Rhinopharynx.-- Dupond (Revue hebd. de laryng., 
d otol., et de rhin., January 2,1909) reports a case of fungous epithelioma 
in a man aged fifty-eight years, who had complained for sometime with 
obstruction in the back part of bis throat and impairment of hearing 
in the left ear. He appeared robust and constitutionally strong, and 
had never bad any serious illness. The fungous growth was found 
completely filling the left side of the rhinopharynx and obstructing 
the left choana* the Eustachian outlet of the same side, and extending 



